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CENTRAL’S PERK GOES MOBILE 
 

Central’s Perk is our 

student-run coffee shop 

coordinated by STEP 

teacher Amy Parker.  

The coffee shop is open 

Friday mornings for 

service to Central 

Campus staff.  Central’s 

Perk offers various 

beverages including 

coffee, cappuccino, 

lattes, tea, hot 

chocolate, and cider.   

Students that work in 

the coffee shop get 

experience greeting 

and serving customers, 

collecting money, giving 

change, and making 

the beverages.  They 

also do the set up and 

clean up each day.   

    This month Amy 

and the students set up 

a mobile cart to take 

the business on the 

move.  They are now 

setting up a mobile 

station on the 4th floor of 

Central Campus to 

better serve staff in the 

building.   

   Amy has goals for 

the coffee shop that are 

posted.  The students 

also count the money 

and graph the amount 

that is taken in each 

week.  Proceeds go 

towards STEP student 

and classroom needs.
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UPCOMING 
ACTIVITIES 

 

Thurs., Dec. 13th- 

SCAVO 

Community Night 

Tues., Dec. 18th- 

Volunteer Day 

Friday, Dec. 21st- 

Secret Santa 

Party 

Monday, Dec. 

24th-Friday, Jan. 

4th- Winter Break 

 

 

 



 

 

November 2018 

 

VOLUNTEER DAY  
Service Learning    

November 20th was our 

volunteer day for this 

month.  Students went to 

various sites around the 

community.  Students 

were given four volunteer 

sites to choose from 

including the City of Des 

Moines greenhouse, 

Bishop Drumm, Wesley 

Acres, and the Ronald 

McDonald House.  Next 

month’s volunteer day will 

be on December 18th.  

Students will again have 

four opportunities to 

choose from.  

 

COMBAT HUNGER 
Service Learning    

  
 

 

 

 

 

We are Grateful for STEP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all of the 

donations to our Combat 

Hunger food drive.  We set 

a goal to collect 200 items 

and we received well over 

that!  We definitely helped 

fill the truck they sent to 

pick up the food! 

 

COMBAT HUNGER 
     Each November we like to treat our STEP 

students to a traditional Thanksgiving lunch 

to celebrate their hard work.  Thanks to all of 

our wonderful staff at STEP and a few of our 

STEP supporters we had no shortage of food.  

It was great to be able to have a meal 

together and enjoy some amazing food.  

Thanks to all of the people that donated 

food to make this day happen! 
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TRANSITION CURRICULUM 
Employment Skills    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teens Against Human 

Trafficking 

In November, Mary Kate from Teens 

Against Human Trafficking came out 

to do a presentation for our STEP 

students and staff.  Mary Kate shared 

information with our group about 

human trafficking in Iowa.  She 

discussed how to avoid unsafe 

situations and resources for individuals 

that need assistance.  This 

presentation was pretty emotional, 

but we felt like it provided our students 

with an awareness of teen trafficking 

and it was a good reminder of ways 

we can staff safe out in the 

community and online.   

 

For more information do to the 

Teens Against Human Trafficking 

website at: 

https://www.yss.org/program/teens

-against-human-trafficking/ 

 

This month we focused finished up our unit 

on applying for jobs.  We talked about the 

best and worst time to apply for different 

types of jobs and we learned about seasonal 

employment.  We discussed questions 

companies can and cannot ask on 

applications and during interviews.   

We started our unit on interviewing by 

discussing how to prepare for interviews.  We 

talked about appropriate dress, things to 

take to an interview, questions to ask an 

interviewer,     We also practiced walking into 

interviews and professional introductions and 

handshakes.   

We started to dig deeper into interviews by 

learning about the top 10 most commonly 

asked interview questions.  We focused on 

how to respond to the question, “Can you tell 

me a little bit about yourself?”  We shared 

advice on how to answer that question and 

students wrote out individual responses and 

practiced with peers.     

During the month of December we will 

continue to break down the other 9 common 

interview questions and we will put our skills 

into practice by doing mock interviews.  

Students will be given class time to prepare 

and practice.  They will be assigned a time 

and date to interview here at STEP with 

members of the community.   

 

Ten Most Common Interview Questions 

1. Tell me about yourself. 

2. Why do you want to work here? 

3. What are your strengths? 

4. What are your weaknesses? 

5. What kind of experience have you 

had? 

6. What do you want to be doing in 5 

years? 

7. What would your references say about 

you? 

8. Why are you looking for this type of 

position? 

9. When are you available to work? 

10. Why should I hire you? 
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Secondary Transition Employment Program 

Central Campus 

1800 Grand Ave. Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

515-242-7283 

step@dmschools.org 

 

Employees of the Month 

This month we are celebrating one STEP Employee of 

the Month.   

Mark Bailey is a graduate of East High and a first-year 

STEP student.  Mark recently started a non-paid work 

experience at a new site for us, the Eastview 

Community Center.  Mark helps them out by doing 

janitorial tasks twice a week and then helping in the 

food pantry one day a week.  Mark has made a great 

impression on the director of the community center.  

Mark quickly picked up on job tasks and works very 

thoroughly.  Mark has demonstrated that he is reliable, 

trustworthy, and able to work with little supervision.  We 

are very proud of Mark and the progress he has made 

in a few short months of STEP.    

 

December Birthdays 

Alex- December 1st 

Kathy- December 11th 

Joe T.- December 29th 

 

 

 

Secret Santa Project 

Amy is coordinating a Secret Santa activity for our 

students this year.   She is matching each student 

that is interested in participating with a Secret 

Santa.  Students that want to participate will need 

to write a one-page letter to their Secret Santa using 

an example she provided.  On December 21st we 

will have a Secret Santa party in which each 

student will be given gifts for the holiday.  Secret 

Santa’s are invited to attend.  We will have a gift 

opening party and a special lunch.   
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